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SYDNEY

YOUR SAY

Master Plan for the Parklands at Johnstons Creek:

Report:

Phase 1 Digital Consultation and Submissions.

Executive Summary:

The City of Sydney is creating a long term master plan for the parklands around Johnstons
Creek. The plan will help link Bicentennial and Federal parks near the Glebe Foreshore with
future open spaces at The Crescent in Annandale, ‘The Hill' near the Federal Park light-rail
station and the new parklands and community space that will be part of Harold Park.

An extensive process of consultation has been designed by the City to capture feedback and
ensure that community comments and concerns are considered throughout the development
of the master plan. This will take place in three phases as the master plan is developed.

Phase 1 saw the City use a number of consultation tools to capture feedback around how the
community use the parklands, what they like about them, what is not working and what they
would like to see in the future. These included a community workshop, focus groups and
intercept surveys. The outcomes of these can be found in Stage 1: Consultation Outcomes
Report by KJA.

Additional consultation was undertaken via a webpage on sydneyyoursay.com.au (digital
consultation) and submissions sent to the project team during the consultation period. This
report outlines the outcomes from these activities.

Community feedback received via digital consultation and submissions was largely
consistent with that captured in the other forums. Key themes emerged around active and
passive recreational uses, the natural environment, access and facilities, as well as cultural
and heritage issues.

Participants would like to see more sporting facilities in the new open spaces and a balance
between active and passive recreation in the parklands.

The importance of the natural environment was significant, with many participants
suggesting opportunities for native plants and increasing habitat for indigenous animals.

Good access across and into the parklands was seen as important, and participants felt that
pedestrian safety should be considered.

Adequate and well maintained amenities were also seen as a priority.



Finally, participants had many suggestions for future community uses in the area and ways
of showcasing the parklands’ different layers of history through interpretive signage and
public art.

Community feedback from phase 1 will be used alongside technical studies to inform a
series of principals and strategies designed to address key issues. These will be used to
form the draft master plan which will be exhibited in early 2013.



Background and Methodology:

The City of Sydney is creating a long term master plan for the parklands at Johnstons Creek.
This will plan for recreational, community and sporting facilities as well as other essential
infrastructure such as toilets and parking. It will guide future improvements for walking and cycling
connections along with landscaping and biodiversity, stormwater management and heritage
values.

Development of the master plan will involve an extensive process of consultation to ensure
that community views are considered throughout the development of the project.
Consultation will take place in three phases:

e Phase 1 - Discovery and visioning
e Phase 2 - Testing of strategies, and
e Phase 3 - Exhibition of the draft master plan.

Phase1 involved asking the community how they use the parklands, what they like about
them, what does not work and what they would like to see in the future.

In addition to the consultation tools outlined in the Stage 1: Consultation Outcomes Report,
the City sought feedback via a webpage on SydneyYourSay with open forums and a
‘submissions’ form. Submissions were also emailed to the project team during the
consultation period.

Participation was as follows:

e Online forum: 58 participants
e Submissions: 11 received via SydneyYourSay ‘submissions’ form, 9 were emailed
directly to the project team.

Outcomes:

Community feedback received via digital consultation and submissions was largely
consistent with that captured in the other forums. Key themes emerged around active and
passive recreational uses, the natural environment, access and facilities, as well as cultural
and heritage issues.

According to participants, the parklands are valued for the opportunities they provide for
recreation, the area’s heritage and the fact that they allow for a multitude of uses.

Discussion of recreational opportunities revolved around present demand and future uses for
the new open spaces. Demand for new all-weather sporting facilities dominated one forum
discussion. Whilst many participants sought fields specifically for hockey, others maintained
that there is a need for multi-purpose fields. Others still asked that the City balance the need
for passive and active recreation in these areas, as well as environmental values. Those who
made submissions also asked that a balance of sports be catered to and suggested facilities
such as a new cricket pitch, skateboard ramp and multi-purpose playing fields.

The natural environment was one of the most popular themes for those who participated in
online consultation or made submissions. Mangroves, salt-marshes and wetlands were seen
as important. It was felt that the new open spaces provided opportunities to increase native



plantings and habitat for indigenous fauna. These could include planting for small birds and
water birds. Participants felt that natural areas should be linked and interpretive signage
used throughout the parklands.

Access was a key theme for those who made submissions. Participants highlighted the need
for good linkages across the space, as well as to the parklands from surrounding areas.
Participants noted that pedestrian safety should be considered alongside the need for
parking and traffic management.

Requests were received for more accessible amenities such as toilets throughout the
parklands.

Cultural uses and the area’s heritage values were seen as a priority by some participants.
Suggestions included using the viaduct arches as artists’ spaces, ensuring that there are
community meeting rooms within the tram sheds and using public art throughout the
parklands. Public art was also seen as a way of interpreting both Aboriginal heritage and
past uses such as the timber yard and the Harold Park paceway.

What follows is a break-down of feedback received both online and via submissions.

SvdneyYourSay Online Forums:

4 forum topics were posted on the SydneyYourSay webpage for the project and people were
asked to contribute their comments and ideas.

How could we use the future open spaces in Harold Park, the Crescent and the Hill?

This topic received the most attention (102 comments from 56 participants), as well as the
most robust discussion among forum members.

Most people gave comments that did not relate to a specific location in the new areas. Of
these comments:

e 26 people wanted an artificial all weather hockey field

e 6 people wanted more sporting field generally

e 4 people want no more sporting fields in the new areas.
e 3 people wanted more multi-purpose sporting fields

Other suggestions included a wall to hit tennis balls against, more native plants in the area
and public art that celebrates the Aboriginal history of the area.

Site specific suggestions included the following:

The New Harold Park Open Space:

8 people wanted an artificial all weather hockey turf, 1 person wanted more native plants and
another wanted it kept as passive open space.

The CIliff Above the New Harold Park Open Space:

1 person wanted a walkway created in this area.



The Crescent:

Suggestions included more native plants used in landscaping, a skateboard area, some
wetlands and one person asked that for the removal of the car park in the middle of the site.

The Hill:

The most popular suggestion was an all-weather synthetic hockey field (5 people). Other
people wanted facilities for outdoor sports, a skateboard area and a small amphitheatre.

What do you value about the parklands at Johnstons Creek?
There were 5 participants in this forum and 5 comments.

The most popular response was for the green open spaces the parklands provide. The
area’s heritage and the fact that it provides for a multitude of uses were both valued.

Are there areas that are not working right now? How could these be improved?
There were 4 participants in this forum and 5 comments

2 people thought that the buildings on the Crescent should be demolished and that the City
should purchase any remaining properties that it does not already own.

Other people said that they would like it to be safer to walk through at night, that the newly
refurbished toilet block should go and that a skateboard ramp should not be located next to a
wetland.

Tell us about your favourite places and spaces in the Parklands along Johnstons
Creek:

Only 2 people participated, there were 2 comments.

These participants liked the viaduct, the views from various areas and the opportunities
provided for passive recreation. One person would like to make it attractive to water birds
and the other would like more ‘discoverable’ places in the area.

Submissions:

There were 20 submissions altogether and the issues raised can be divided into the
following categories:

Sporting Opportunities:

Of the people who spoke about sports, most were keen on having a synthetic hockey field
located in the area. Two people would like to see this in/near the new Harold Park open
space.

Others would like a cricket pitch, more playing fields in general and a new skate park/facility
somewhere in the parklands.



Ecological Values:

This was the most popular issue for people who made submissions. Many people want to
see native plants used throughout the parklands. It was suggested that these occur in the
new areas, as well as along the creek lines.

Mangroves, salt-marshes and wetlands were popular and a few people wanted to make sure
that native and bird attracting plants were used along the shoreline. Interpretive signage was
requested as well as links between natural areas.

The Value of Passive Open Space:

Some people were keen on seeing the new areas be used for passive recreation, and as
green open space.

Access:

Access was also seen to be important. Some people want to ensure that there are good
linkages between areas - across the Hill to the light rail, to Forest Lodge, South of The
Crescent and Minogue Crescent. There were also concerns that parking and traffic should
be considered and one person wanted to be sure that these provisions would keep
pedestrians safe.

The Hill:
Views differed for the Hill but suggestions included:

e New sporting fields

Cafes and seating areas

e Passive open space

e Some kind of adventurous climbing experiences up the sides for children

The Crescent:
Suggestions included:

e Sporting facilities in the buildings
e Open green space

The Viaduct:

e Use the viaduct spaces as an artists’ space
e Use for galleries, cafes and shops

e Open them up

e Light them up at night

The New Harold Park Open Space:

e Ensure that the creation of this space is prioritised so that it doesn’t become ‘private
space’ for residents in the new development.

e Ensure that the open space has appropriate native plants (including the cliff above
the space)



e Use this area for passive recreation

The Tram Sheds:

o Make sure there is a meeting room for community members and a small kitchen
e Use this as an artists’ space

e Ensure that commercial activity is limited

e Make a garden at the front of the tram sheds.

Other Issues:

Suggestions included more public art and an interpretation of the history of the topography
along Johnstons Creek. Making sure that there is an accessible toilet, upgrading the
Bicentennial Park playground and a review of the drainage between this playground and the
pavilion. Some other people wanted a recognition of Aboriginal people and of the history of
the area. More public art and an interpretation of the topography were both seen as
importance in planning for the future of the parklands.
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